THE   GREAT   BATTLES
a local hostelry. Next day they swept on to Erfurt, with
Ney still lipping the dust of Murat's column.
Now it was one thing for the cavalry to round up
prisoners and convoys, but -when it came to the walled
obstinacy of Erfurt Murat was bound to call in Ney's
battalions. They took it, whereupon the Gascon calmly
plumed himself in a new success and clattered off in full
cry for Magdeburg. Ney was left to storm and settle
the business of occupation, while availing himself of the
chance to strike an attitude on behalf of the Grand Army.
He discovered the whereabouts of Marshal Mollendorf,
an old veteran of Frederick the Great's time, and paid
him a visit, saying as he entered the room: 'The youngest
of Marshals is come to pay homage to the senior of them
all.3 It was a passing bow from one professional chal-
lenger of death to another; after which he set off in the
tracks of Murat, who was again waiting for infantry to
batter the resistance of Magdeburg.
It was the Z5th of October when Ney, bridging the
Elbe, distributed his forces on two sides of the city and
opened siege with a mortar bombardment. This proved
ineffectual, so Ney resorted to a more potent bluff and
threatened Magdeburg with a taste of heavy artillery,
which arm, by the way, was totally non-existent in the
6th Corps. On November 8th the Prussian General
Kleist surrendered, his garrison being granted the
honours of war while officers were set free on parole.
Kleist -was a typical coalition commander, being a mere
spark of eighty who could scarcely grunt his way into
the saddle; while Ney, as the Empire's representative in
Magdeburg, was a seasoned Marshal of thirty-seven.
Meanwhile the tricolour had been mounted in Berlin,
where the various corps -were concentrating under a
shower of medals and promotions. Ney prepared his
coming by sending Napoleon a long account of the
flurried moves at Jena, then, leaving a small detachment
behind at Magdeburg, he marched to the Prussian capital.
There was a short rest and preparation before venturing
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